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https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/exploration.html

The ocean is the lifeblood of Earth, covering more than 70 percent of the planet's sur-
face, driving weather, regulating temperature, and ultimately supporting all living
organisms. Throughout history, the ocean has been a vital source of sustenance,
transport, commerce, growth, and inspiration
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Yet for all of our reliance on the ocean, more than eighty percent of this vast, under-
water realm remains unmapped, unobserved, and unexplored
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Given the high degree of difficulty and cost in exploring our ocean using underwater

vehicles, researchers have long relied on technologies such as sonar to generate maps
of the seafloor. Currently, less than ten percent of the global ocean is mapped using
modern sonar technology. For the ocean and coastal waters of the United States,
only about 35 percent has been mapped with modern methods
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